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preservation of the Protestant religion gave very great satisfaction and
were "preached in every pulpit". After the matter of publication of the
speech had been settled the Councillors present were sworn members
of the new Privy Council and a proclamation was authorised retaining
in office all public servants "until His Majesty's further directions".

The same afternoon the ceremony of the proclamation of the new
King was performed at Whitehall, at Temple Bar and at the Royal
Exchange, and subsequently in other parts of London and throughout
England, Scotland and Ireland. Burnet remarks on the occasion:

It was a heavy solemnity: few tears were shed for the former,
nor were there any shouts of joy for the present king. A dead
silence, but without any disorder or tumult, followed it through
the streets.

But Burnet was not in England, and in this instance he was un-
fortunate in his sources of information; for there is ample evidence that
the proclamation was received with applause throughout the three
kingdoms. Thus the Modenese envoy wrote to his master that the
announcement of Charles's death was received with fitting grief and
the proclamation of James "with universal applause and shouts and
demonstrations of joy greater than could have been hoped for"; Bar-
rillon says that in London "the people made the acclamations usual
on such an occasion"; Evelyn was present at the proclamation at
Bromley, and he refers to the "many shouts of the people"; the Mayor
and Corporation of Newcastle informed Sunderland that "the two
proclamations [the death of Charles and the accession] were proclaimed
in our usual solempnityes with all the demonstrations and expressions
of joy and thankfulness and all matters here are in great peace and quiet
and nothing but gladness in every man's countenance"; at Lincoln,
"after His Majesty was acclaimed as aforesaid, the Mayor, Aldermen,
etc., went to the Guildhall, where a banqueting was provided at the
City's charge, and then they went to some bonfires and drank the King's,
Queen's, and royal family's healths, and the night concluded with
bonfires, drums beating, ringing of bells, etc."; at Reading also "the
proclamation was attended by the clergy and abundance of gentry and
the inhabitants, with great acclamations, the bells ringing, drums
beating and trumpets sounding"; Ormonde wrote that the King was
proclaimed with great joy in Dublin, and all other parts of Ireland of
which he had heard; and the high sheriff of Northumberland assured
the Minister that "there is no county in England would proclaim him
with more acclamation of joy nor express more entire resolution to serve
him with their lives and fortunes".